Cost analysis of sentinel lymph node biopsy as an alternative to elective lymph node dissection in patients with malignant melanoma.
In the current era of managed care and cost containment, physicians and administrators are placed in the predicament of increasing quality of care while decreasing costs. The purpose of this article is to offer a cost analysis, while also demonstrating what patients, providers, payers, employers, and industry may stand to gain from establishing sentinel lymph node biopsy as a standard care in certain groups of patients.